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SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR DECISION 

Under the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 

Type of Publication: Video Recording 


TITLE: Backhand 

OFUC: 980I2I0 


The publication was examined and the contents were recorded in an examination 
transcript. A written consideration of the legal criteria was undertaken. This document 
provides a summary of the reasons for the decision. 


HEADNOTE 

Decision: 

The Classification Office has classified this publication as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons 
who have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains explicit sex scenes. 


DECISION 

Submission Procedure: 


The Labelling Body submitted this video recording to the Office of Film and 
Literature Classification (the Classification Office) under sl2(l) of the Films, Videos, 
and Publications Classification Act 1993 (the FVPC Act) for classification. 
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Under s23(l) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office is required to examine and 
classify the video recording. 

Under s23(2) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office must determine whether the 
video recording is to be classified as unrestricted, objectionable or objectionable 
except in certain circumstances. 


Description of the publication: 

The video recording contains the feature Backhand, which has a running time of 69 
min 20 sec. The feature is preceded by a copyright warning notice, a Caballero Home 
Video notice, a safe sex notice, and a Sin City notice. A statement regarding the age of 
participants follows the feature. 

Backhand consists of five scenes containing explicit depictions of sexual activity. Sex 
scenes are linked by a cursory storyline about a woman who is a rising tennis star and 
her prospects of winning an important match against the top seed. Characters include 
her coach and business manager, an interviewer, and the rival player. A coaching 
session and part of a tennis match are included. 

Dialogue between scenes establishes roles and furthers the storyline. Upbeat 
instrumental music accompanies sex scenes. 


The meaning of “objectionable”: 

Section 3(1) of the FVPC Act sets out the meaning of the word “objectionable”. The 
section states that a publication is objectionable if it: 

...describes, depicts, expresses, or otherwise deals with matters such as sex, horror, crime, 
cruelty, or violence in such a manner that the availability of the publication is likely to be 
injurious to the public good. 


In classifying this video recording the main question is whether it deals with matters 
of sex in such a manner that the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious 
to the public good. 

Matters of sex: 

In four of the five scenes sexual activity takes place between men and women in 
couples. Sexual activity includes cunnilingus, fellatio, and vaginal intercourse in 
various positions. Ejaculation takes place on the bodies and faces of women 
participants. A fifth scene takes place between two women and features cunnilingus. 

Intercourse is sometimes vigorous but appears good-natured and is presented as 
mutually pleasurable. There is a relaxed, friendly tone to the sex scenes, with kisses, 
smiles and caresses common. The final scene, in particular, is marked by mutual 
displays of affection and laughter. 
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The sexual material is presented in a manner which regularly intersperses moderately 
close shots of the genitals with longer shots that show the faces and bodies of 
participants. 


Certain publications are deemed to be objectionable: 

Pursuant to s3(2) of the FVPC Act, a publication is deemed to be objectionable if it 
promotes or supports, or tends to promote or support, certain activities listed in that 
subsection. None of the activities listed under s3(2) of the FVPC Act are promoted or 
supported in any way by Backhand. 


Matters to be given particular weight: 

Section 3(3) of the FVPC Act deals with the matters which the Classification Office 
must give particular weight to in determining whether or not a publication (other than 
a publication deemed to be objectionable under s3(2)) is objectionable, or should be 
given a classification other than objectionable. 

The Classification Office has considered all the matters in s3(3). None of the matters 
set down in s3(3) are considered relevant to Backhand. 


Additional matters to be considered: 

Under s3(4) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office must also consider the 
following additional matters: 

The dominant ejfect of the publication as a whole: 

The dominant effect of the publication is its depiction of explicit sexual activity. The 
overall tone is light and good-natured. 

The impact of the medium in which the publication is presented: 


The video format allows for wide distribution for private viewing and facilitates 
viewer interaction with the recorded material. The viewer has significant control over 
the pace and intensity of the viewing experience. 

The character of the publication, including any merit, value, or importance that the publication has in 
relation to literary, artistic, social, cultural, educational, scientific, or other matters: 


The video recording has no particular merit, value, or importance in any of the above 
terms. 


The persons, classes of persons, or age groups of the persons to whom the publication is intended or is 
likely to be made available: 
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The explicit nature of the sexual material presented suggests that it is intended for an 
adult audience. 


The purpose for which the publication is intended to be used: 


The video recording is intended for private entertainment and sexual arousal. 


Conclusion: 

The video recording Backhand is classified as objectionable except if the availability 
of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. The 
main consideration in reaching this decision is the video recording’s explicit depiction 
of sexual activity. 

Backhand presents depictions of sexual activity linked by a cursory plot, with scenes 
on the tennis court adding some interest. Sexual material features couples engaged in 
friendly and mutually pleasurable activity, presented in a manner which shows the 
participants as individual personalities. 

Because of its explicit depiction of sexual activity, the availability of the video 
recording is likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is restricted to an adult 
audience. 

Backhand is therefore classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons 
who have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

Where the Classification Office classifies any publication as a restricted publication, it 
is required under s27(l) of the FVPC Act to consider whether or not conditions in 
respect of the public display of the particular publication should be imposed. 

In considering the issue of public display, the Classification Office must have regard 
to the matters set out in s27(2) of the FVPC Act, namely: 

(a) The reasons for classifying the publication as a restricted publication; 

(b) The terms of the classification given to the publication; and 

(c) The likelihood that the public display of the publication, if not subject to conditions, or as the 
case may be, any particular condition, would cause offence to reasonable members of the 
public. 


The video recording has been classified as a restricted publication because it contains 
explicit depictions of sexual activities. However, the title. Backhand, is innocuous. It 
is considered unlikely that the public display of the title, for instance on the video 
cassette case, would cause offence to reasonable members of the public. Therefore, 
display conditions on the video recording are not required. 
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